MINI BRIDGE - WINTER 2020 - WEEK 3
ASSIGNMENT ANSWERS

LAST REVISED ON FEBRUARY 16, 2016

1. a) A spadesuit game contract. Y ou have an eight-card spade fit so the suit guideline
suggests a spade contract. Y ou aso have an eight-card heart fit but your spades are
stronger than your hearts.

Y ou have 26 total bidding points (25 HCP + 1 # LsP) so the trump suit point guideline
suggests a game contract.

b) A spade suit game contract. The master hand is South.

You have 4 South losers (O# +2dow ¥ +1dow ¢ + 1fast ). If thefive missing
hearts are split 3-2 (68%), you can develop one of the hearts into awinner. Y ou can also
finesse the ¢ J against the ¢ Q (10/15 = 67%). Since the odds are in your favor, risk the
game contract to earn the 300 point bonus.

c) Draw trump and develop the heart. The opening lead will probably be aclub. Ruff
the second club, draw trump, play the ¥ A and then lead a heart to dummy's ¥ K. |f
there are four hearts on the second trick, lead another heart. 1t will lose but that develops
the fourth heart into awinner. If there are only three hearts on the second heart trick,
lead the ¢ J to try the diamond finesse.

2. @) A heart game contract. You have anine-card heart fit so the suit guideline suggests
a heart contract.
Y ou have 26 total bidding points (24 HcP+ 1 ¥ LsP+ 1 ¢ ssP) so the trump suit point
guideline suggests a major suit game contract.
b) A heart game contract. The master hand is South.
You have 4 South losers (04 +0V +3fast ¢ +1dow ). You can ruff alosing
diamond in the dummy.
c) Draw trump, lose two diamonds, ruff third diamond. Because the five missing
diamonds should be split 5-3 (47%) or 4-4 (33%), lose at least one diamond before you
draw trump to guard against a bad trump split.

3. a) A heart game contract. You have anine-card heart fit so the suit guideline suggests
a heart contract.
Y ou have 27 total bidding points (25 HcP + 1 ¥ LsP + 1 # ssP) so the trump suit point
guideline suggests a mgjor suit game contract.
b) A heart game contract. The master hand is South.

You have 5 South losers (3faste + 1slow ¥ + 1slow ¢ +0). You can ruff a
losing spade in the dummy and you can discard the losing diamond on the extra club
winners in the dummy. The odds strongly favor atry for the game score bonus.

c) Draw trump, run clubsand discard losers. When gain the lead, cash the ¥ A and
then lead hearts until the ¥ K falls. When regain the lead, finish drawing trump, cash the
% A, lead the # 5 to the dummy and run dummy's clubs to discard the diamond loser.
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4. a) West hasthe®J. The #Q is probably top of connecting honors.

b) East has® K. East probably also hasthe # A but West could have started with the
% AQJIX.

5. a) West now hasa singleton or void in clubs. Because the dummy hasthe & T,
the # J can not be top of connecting honors. West probably led the top of a doubleton or
asingleton. If East gainsthe lead before declarer draws trump, East will lead a club
which might give West a ruff.

b) East must havethe #Q.

6. a) West hasthe ¢ J. The ¢ Q isprobably top of connecting honors.
b) East haslow diamonds. The ¢ T isthe highest possible diamond in East's hand.

7. a) East has10 Hcp. West has 4 HCP so East must have 10 Hcp (40 - 26 - 4).

b) At least four hearts. South must have at least four hearts to make an eight-card heart
suit trump fit.

c) Lead the# A. Normally you do not want to lead an Ace unlessit isasingleton. But
the Ace s probably the best lead from this hand. When the Ace wins the trick, West
should lead the # 5. The high-low will tell East that West started with a doubleton. If
East hasthe # K, East should take the trick and lead a third spade to give West a chnace
for aruff.

The best alternative lead would be a club in the hopes that East is short in clubs and
might eventually be able to ruff a club.

d) West hasthe # K. West'slead of the # A impliestop of connecting honors. If East
has the & K, East will know West lied but has something special in mind. If South has
the & K, South will know West lied.

8. a) East has9 Hcp. West has5 HcP so East must have 11 Hcp (40 - 26 - 5).

b) At least five hearts. South must have at least five hearts to make an eight-card heart
suit trump fit.

c) Lead the %K. Sincethe # A follows West's hand West will only get one club trick
Leading the # K forcesthe # A and tells East that West hasthe Q.

d) West hasthe % Q. West'slead of the # K implies top of connecting honors.

9. a) East has10 Hcp. West has 4 HCP so East must have 11 Hcp (40 - 26 - 4).

b) Lead thesingleton ¢ 4. If East hasthe ¢ A, East will take the trick and return a
diamond to give West a ruff.

c) West hasadiamond honor or the lead wasa singleton. A low spot card is usually
apassive lead of alow card from a suit with an honor or asingleton. The ¢ 4is
probably too low to be the top of a doubleton!
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